NEWS & FEATURES-

SPEC IAL FEATURE
One of the most striking proposals for departure from current practice is the suggestion to monitor performance across fields of science using panels of experts. Comparative international assessments would be made by panels from within and outside the various fields, and would include nonscientist "research users' The NAS report concludes that . . assessments of fields will prove useful in the allocation of resources both within and among fields" (1). In addition to goals and assessment mechanisms, the NAS report also proposes a series of principles to be followed in achieving the goals. These principles indude an emphasis on quality, adequate and stable funding, removal of institutional and disciplinary barriers to research, and a greater synergy between research and education (1).
'Abbreviation: NAS, National Academy of Sciences.
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